
Goose Creek High School Summer Reading: ELA 2H 

Honors English II Summer Assignment – Exploring Worlds and Cultures 

During the first two weeks of school, students will take part in a seminar/writing assignment to 
discuss themes in English Honors II – i.e. world culture and identity. In order to prepare for this, 
students will complete the following reading assignment which is to read ONE of the following 
novels. Notes should be taken on theme, character, and important events. It may be beneficial to 
keep a dictionary with you while you read to decode words.   

1) All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque 
I am young, I am twenty years old; yet I know nothing of life but despair, death, fear, and 
fatuous superficiality cast over an abyss of sorrow. . . . 
 
This is the testament of Paul Bäumer, who enlists with his classmates in the German army 
during World War I. They become soldiers with youthful enthusiasm. But the world of 
duty, culture, and progress they had been taught breaks in pieces under the first 
bombardment in the trenches. 
 
Through years of vivid horror, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principle 
of hate that meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different uniforms 
against one another . . .  if only he can come out of the war alive. 

 
2) Book Thief by Marcus Zusak.  

One of the most enduring stories of our time, The Book Thief is just a small story really, 
about, among other things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a 
Jewish fist fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. Death himself narrates the World War II-era 
story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, 
Germany, with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of tough kids, acid-tongued 
mothers, and loving fathers who earn their living by the work of their hands.  

 
3) Copper Sun by Sharon Drayton 

This book is the epic story of a young girl torn from her African village, sold into slavery, 
and stripped of everything she has ever known—except hope. 

4) Enrique’s Journey, Sonia Nazario * 
Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his 
mother, eleven years after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the 
United States. Braving unimaginable peril, often clinging to the sides and tops of freight 
trains, Enrique travels through hostile worlds full of thugs, bandits, and corrupt cops. But he 
pushes forward, relying on his wit, courage, hope, and the kindness of strangers. 

 
5) I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai * 

"I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was   
 just after midday." 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, 
October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in 
the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her 
to survive. Instead,  Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey 
from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. 
At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever 
for the Nobel Peace Prize.I AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one 
person's voice to inspire change in the world. 
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6) Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy 
and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner 
transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. 
A powerful story of friendship, it is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, 
and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—
their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 
7) Norse Mythology, Neil Gaiman 

From the birth of the universe to the Twilight of the Gods, NORSE MYTHOLOGY casts a 
new light on the stories told by the ancient Norsemen. The reader learns how Odin, the king 
of the gods, lost his eye and where it went, how the trickster Loki nearly lost the sun and 
the moon to a giant in disguise, how Thor visited the Land of the Giants. Each tale, 
however, is another step closer to Ragnarok, when the gods will fall in a colossal final 
battle. 

 
8) Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Adichie 

Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged life in Enugu, Nigeria. 
They live in a beautiful house, with a caring family, and attend an exclusive missionary 
school. They're completely shielded from the troubles of the world. Yet, as Kambili reveals 
in her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect than they appear. Although her Papa is 
generous and well respected, he is fanatically religious and tyrannical at home—a home 
that is silent and suffocating. 
 
As the country begins to fall apart under a military coup, Kambili and Jaja are sent to their 
aunt, a university professor outside the city, where they discover a life beyond the confines 
of their father’s authority. Books cram the shelves, curry and nutmeg permeate the air, and 
their cousins’ laughter rings throughout the house. When they return home, tensions within 
the family escalate, and Kambili must find the strength to keep her loved ones together. 

 
 

 
* Indicates a nonfiction title  


